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with the screaming Americanisms which appear on every page. 
But he commands attention. Possibly if professional historians 
would cultivate a more interesting style, their services as author- 
ized biographers would be more in demand. Until such a time 
it ill becomes them to criticize too freely a work which they will 
have frequent occasion to use. 

John D. Hicks 

Fourth Street. By A. J. Russell. (47-49 Fourth Street, Min- 
neapolis, 1917. 127 p.) 

It seems safe to predict that in time, when it has become 
scarce in the market, this little book will be highly prized and 
sought by collectors. No such work as this has appeared before, 
at least in Minnesota. It gives the history of a Minneapolis 
street long sacred to the profession of journalism, from the time 
when "the mighty river of the geological periods eddied and 
swirled" there until now, when it is soUdly built up with business 
blocks and its pavements are trodden daily by thousands of busy 
people. 

"Russ," as the author of Fourth Street is familiarly known, is 
the "Long Bow" man of the Minneapolis Journal. He was once 
Bill Nye's double in personal appearance and possessed a far 
finer and more delicate humor than that of the famous platform 
mate of James Whitcomb Riley and Eugene Field. His style 
is a delightful blending of Lamb, Hood, and Douglas Jerrold. 
As is the case with the choicest humor, his writings are not 
wanting in touches of pathos now and then, that mellow yet 
accentuate the merriment of cap and bells. 

Probably no publication except a series of city directories con- 
tains the names of so large a number of people well known 
locally, especially newspaper men, as this little volume. No 
journalist of any prominence who was ever connected with the 
Minneapolis press is omitted. The author revives most pleasantly 
our recollections of James Gray, Martin Williams, Ed. Atter- 
bury, "Fannie" Francis, Ed. Henderson, Abbott Blunt, Stiles 
Jones, Frank Wing, "Bart," "Larry Ho" Hodgson, Colonel 
Haskell, Horace Hudson, "Doc" Bowman, Edward A. Bromley, 
the first regular newspaper staff photographer in the United 
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States, Adolph Edsten, Smith B. Hall, J. Newton Nind, Joseph 
T. Mannix, Luther B. Little, Winthrop Chamberlain, W. A. 
Frisbie, Fred Hunt, Dr. Storrs, and many more. 

The book covers in most detail the thirty-two years which 
have passed since "Russ," just out of Bowdoin College, trans- 
ferred his lares and penates to the Flour City and began the 
newspaper work in which he was destined to outshine all others 
with his inexhaustible fund of spontaneous humor. There are 
numerous laughable anecdotes and reminiscences and a pathetic 
love story of a bachelor — a pioneer and one of the richest men 
of the city^ — who was reconciled on his deathbed with his fiancee, 
from whom he had been estranged for many years. Fourth 
Street is a book that every Minnesotan should read; it will not 
soon be superseded by one of greater interest. 

John Talman 



